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Section A

Answer two questions from this section

1	 (a)	 With reference to two textual examples, clarify why the Synoptic Gospels are similar 
and yet different.	 [20]

	 (b)	 Critically evaluate the view that the priority of Mark is an unsatisfactory solution to the 
synoptic problem.	 [30]

2	 (a)	 Analyse the origins of the title Son of God.	 [20]

	 (b)	 “The Messianic titles of Jesus have no relevance for modern Christians.” 
 
Critically assess this claim.	 [30]

3	 (a)	 “The crucifixion and death of Jesus reflect the theological purpose of the evangelist.”

		  With reference to either Matthew or Mark’s account, present a case for this statement.	
	 [20]

	 (b)	 “Jesus’ death was an unavoidable feature of God’s plan.” 
 
Critically assess the validity of this claim.	 [30]
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Section B

Synoptic Assessment

Theme: Religious Texts, Authority and Interpretation

You must answer this question

4	 (a)	 “Much can be learned from religious texts about leadership in faith communities.” 
 
With reference to one example, analyse this statement. You must support your answer 
with reference to at least one other unit of study.	 [20]

	 (b)	 With reference to other aspects of human experience, critically evaluate the suggestion 
that faith communities are not well served by their religious leaders.	 [30]
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